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Pac-12 Softball Staff List 
 
 Senior Associate Commissioner  Teresa Gould 
 Staff Liaison for Softball   e-mail: tgould@pac-12.org  
       office phone: (415) 549-2879 
       cell phone: (650) 219-0784 
        
 Coordinator of Softball Officiating  Joanne Venditto 
       e-mail: jvendittopac12@gmail.com 
       cell: (818) 427-5131 
 
 Coordinator, Sports Management  Chris Berg 

Cell Phone: 925-482-7471 
 Provides administrative assistance for   office phone:415-549-2871 
 softball officiating; may be contacted  e-mail: cberg@pac-12.org 
 with changes to game dates or times or  
 questions about softball on ArbiterSports.com 
 
 Media Relations, Softball Contact  Christie Aguilar  

Cell Phone 415-580-4352 
Office Phone- 626-488-0849 

       e-mail: caguilar@pac-12.org 
 
 
NCAA Softball Champions from the Pac-12 
 

2019 UCLA 
2011 Arizona State 
2010 UCLA 
2009 Washington 
2008 Arizona State 
2007 Arizona 
2006 Arizona 
2004 UCLA 

2003 UCLA 
2002 California 
2001    Arizona 
1999 UCLA 
1997  Arizona 
1996 Arizona 
1994 Arizona 
1993 Arizona 

1992 UCLA 
1991 Arizona 
1990 UCLA 
1989 UCLA 
1988 UCLA 
1985 UCLA 
1984 UCLA 
1982 UCLA
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Institutional Contacts  
 

Arizona Mike Candrea, head coach 520-621-0899 
 Brittany Meade, operations & events 520-621-0624 (o) /520-360-4556 (c) 
  e-mail: Brittanymeade@email.arizona.edu 
 Phone at field 520-621-7496  
   
Arizona State Trisha Ford, head coach 480-727-0915 
 Taylor Green, operations director 480-645-2275 (c) 
  e-mail: taylorgreen@asu.edu 
 Zack Vaji, events manager 480-965-9712 (o)/ 570-490-0675 (c) 
  e-mail: Zachery.Vaji@asu.edu                              

 Phone at field 480-965-8356 
 
California Diane Ninemire, head coach 510-643-9101 
  Maria Uriarte, operations director    510-701-6741 (c) 

   e-mail: maria_uriarte@berkeley.edu 
Tyler Kanazawa, events manager   510-316-7104 (c) 
        e-mail: tylerk@berkeley.edu 

 Phone at field 510-643-5149 
 
Oregon Missy Lombardi, head coach 541-346-5305 
 Jackie Klein, operations director 405-593-0091(c) 
 Vicki Strand, events manager 541-346-5860 (o) 541-954-4863 (c) 
  e-mail: vrstrand@uoregon.edu  
 Phone at field None (call EM on cell if needed) 
 
Oregon State Laura Berg, head coach 541-737-2789 
 Heather Smith, operations director 541-230-0626 (c) 
 Ryan Bucher, events manager 541-360-2233 (c) 
 Phone at field none (call EM on cell if needed)   
  e-mail: ryan.bucher@oregonstate.edu 
 
Stanford Jessica Allister, head coach 650-725-0736 
 Branden Enstrom, operations e-mail: Enstrom@stanford.edu 
  650-497-3835 (c) 
 Tyler Barton, events manager 650-725-3181 (o)/650-483-5225(c) 
  e-mail: myedinak@stanford.edu 
 Phone at field 650-723-8276 
 
UCLA Kelly Inouye-Perez, head coach 310-206-6779 
  Claire Donyanavard, operations    e-mail: claired@athletics.ucla.edu  

   661-713-4988 (c) 
Kayla Shirey, events manager    310-206-6713 (o); 760-468-1348 (c) 

   e-mail: kshirey@athletics.ucla.edu 



 

 

2020 Pac-12 Softball Administration Handbook - FINAL Page 6 

 Phone at field 310-206-0112 
 
Utah Amy Hogue, head coach 801-581-3514 
 Staci Hemingway, operations director 801-918-8737 (c) 
  e-mail: shemingway@huntsman.utah.edu 
 Alan Hansing 801-581-3297 (o)/ 801-678-4987 (c) 
  e-mail: ahansing@huntsman.utah.edu 
 Phone at field 801-585-1654 
 
Washington Heather Tarr, head coach 206-543-3785 
 Amy LeFurgy, operations director 206-543-6072 (o)/206-495-8720 (c) 
  e-mail : alefurgy@uw.edu 
 Sarah Hall, events manager 206-685-2305 (o); 567-277-5023 (c) 
  e-mail: sbh27@uw.edu 
 Phone at field 206-616-6936 
 
Softball Regulations 
Contests shall be conducted under the 2020 NCAA Softball Rules as modified. There are a number 
of new rules changes for the 2020 season. The 2020-2021 NCAA Rules Book can be downloaded 
free by clicking here:  http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/SR20.pdf 
 
Field Requirements 
Institutions should make sure these items in the NCAA Playing Rules are complied with: 

• Marking of the runner’s lane (see Rules 2.28, 12.5.5 and 12.17.1.5.2, and the field diagram 
in the 2020-2021 NCAA Softball Rules Book on pages 21-22); 

• Netting or a fence to cover the opening of the dugout; 
• Foul poles that extend a minimum of 10 feet, preferably 20 feet, above the ground; screening 

6” wide attached to the fair side, and white or fluorescent orange in color. 
 
Tickets for Visitors 
Conference regulations (AR 1-8-b) stipulate that 50 tickets be made available to the visiting team 
free of charge, administered via a pass list at the gate. The softball coaches have agreed that the 
visiting coach will notify the home team by Wednesday of the week of the game of the number of 
tickets expected to be used by the visitors, so that any unused tickets may be sold. 
 
While there is no Conference regulation that specifies the seat location, hosts are to make their best 
effort to provide these seats behind the visiting team dugout. If seats are not available behind the 
dugout, the best available location should be provided. It is understood that season ticket sales in 
prime locations may preclude host institutions from providing the most desirable seats for the visitors. 
 
Visiting Team Practice Policy (NEW) 
The host institution shall provide the visiting team with a two-hour block of time for practice before 
9:00 pm on the day prior to the first game of each Conference series. The practice time is to be 
provided on the playing field if weather permits, or an alternative indoor facility, if available. 
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Pregame Timeline - Two Versions (one for inclement weather only; and one standard) - NEW 
Different than in past years, the intent is for there to be consistency in the pregame timeline 
across the Conference.  There will be times that inclement weather or facility limitations may 
require a slight variation of the timeline, but in general, the expectation is that Option 1 be 
used for all Conference games. If there is a variation due to weather, Option 2 should be 
utilized.  The format may be changed only by mutual consent of the head coaches, unless 
weather conditions preclude on-field hitting.  
 
On days when classes are in session, the home coach will specify if the home or visitor will hit 
first. When classes are not in session, the home team will hit first.  
 
Umpires and visiting teams must be provided with a pre-game countdown. 
 
Public address announcers must be available to announce transitions after batting practices are 
completed 
 
Approved pre-game timelines: The pre-game timelines are updated for 2020. They are shown 
below.  
 

Option 1: Pre-game Format: If batting practice is held on the field (and cages) and field 
conditions permitting – REQUIRED FOR USE WHEN WEATHER PERMITS 
 
Time To First Pitch   Action      
2:09  Home team batting practice/visiting team stretch and warm-up (40 mins) 
1:29     Change-over on field (5 minutes) 
1:24     Visiting team batting practice/home team stretch and warm-up (40 mins) 
0:44 Change-over on field (5 minutes) 
0:39 Open warm-up/shared field (10 minutes) - no batted balls/only in outfield grass 
0:29 Home team pre-game infield warm-up (5 minutes) 
0:24 Visiting team pre-game infield warm-up (5 minutes) 
0:19 Field preparation (mandatory dragging of infield and redrawing of lines as necessary 

(10 minutes)              
0:09 Meeting with umpires (2 minutes) 
0:07 National Anthem, Introductions” 

 
Option 2: Pre-game Format: If batting practice is held only in the batting cages.  THIS SHOULD 
BE USED ONLY WHEN THERE IS INCLEMENT WEATHER 

 
Time to First Pitch     Action     
1:49  Home team batting practice/visiting team stretch and warm-up (30 mins) 
1:19 Changeover on field (5 minutes) 
1:14  Visiting team batting practice/home team stretch and warm-up (30 mins) 
0:44 Changeover on field (5 minutes) 
0:39  Open warm-up/shared field (10 minutes) – no batted balls/only in outfield grass 
0:29  Home Team Pre-game Infield Warm-up (5 minutes) 
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0:24  Visiting Team Pre-game Infield Warm-up (5 minutes) 
0:19  Field preparation 

     (mandatory dragging of infield and redrawing of lines as necessary) (10 mins.) 
0:09  Meeting with umpires (2 minutes) 
0:07  National Anthem, Introductions” 

 
Senior Recognition Ceremony 
For the last home game of the season, teams that plan to have a “Senior Recognition” ceremony 
should brief the visiting coach and the umpire crew on the format and length of this ceremony. 
Depending on its length, the umpires may wish to leave the field during the ceremony. It is acceptable 
for this ceremony to alter to countdown timing (ensuring that, for television games, the National 
Anthem is completed prior to the top of the hour and the first pitch is at the designated time). 
 
Alternate Location for Warm-Up  
It is recognized that alternate indoor facilities may not provide the same amenities as are required at 
the field (see SPR 14-2-f in the Pac-12 Handbook). Conference regulations were amended effective 
in 2019 to specify that if conditions required alternate practice arrangements, available amenities 
must be the same for both teams (e.g., similar amount of space, same number of soft toss nets, 
balls, tees, etc).  
 
Game Balls 
Conference institutions must use the official NCAA ball (Rawlings/Worth) for all games. Hosts must 
provide the visiting pitcher with two new game balls. In addition, there should be at least 18 game-
worthy (not necessarily brand new) balls ready for play.  
 
Providing Approved Bat List with Bats Highlighted  
NCAA Softball Rules require each coach or school to provide to the umpires a printed copy of the 
current NCAA Approved Bat List available through a link on the NCAA website (available HERE). The 
list is updated periodically so institutions should be sure they are using the most current list. Host 
events management should coordinate with the coach who will be responsible for providing the list. 
All bats in the dugout and on the field shall be highlighted and included in the count for each model 
on the printed NCAA Approved Bat List. 
 
A new bat list shall be provided each day, since the umpires check the bats and initial the list prior 
to each game.  The list cannot be laminated and re-used. 
 
Conference Bat Testing  
Barrel compression testing (BCT) will be conducted the first day only of Conference competition. All 
bats to be used in that series will be tested using the NCAA bat testing protocol. Umpires are not 
responsible for administering the bat testing. 
 
The testing must be done by an institutional administrator of the host team at least two hours and 15 
minutes prior to game time for the home team, and at least two hours before game time for the 
visiting team. Bats which pass the test will have a sticker affixed to them on the taper; bats which fail 
the test will be confiscated by the administrator and sent to Teresa Gould at the Conference office. 
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Either the WSU or Easton machine may be used for bat testing. In the event of machine failure or 
malfunction, testing will be suspended for that series. 
 
The Conference will supply the stickers to affix to the bats. There will be one sticker per series. The 
crew chiefs will be provided with information about what sticker is being used each week.  
 
While umpires are not responsible for administering the bat testing, they must check to ensure that 
the appropriate sticker is placed on the taper of the bat and that only those bats that have been 
certified are used in the game.  
 
Host institutions are not required to conduct bat testing other than on the first day of the series. As a 
courtesy, however, it is recommended that reasonable requests to test additional bats for the visiting 
team on the second or third day of a series be accommodated. 
 
Note: Umpires may remove bats from the dugout that have passed the BCT but have other flaws 
(cracks, rattles, etc) that render them illegal. 
 
Confiscated Bats 
Any bats that pass the barrel compression test but are confiscated by umpires because they are 
cracked or otherwise damaged will be given to the host events manager. They may not be left in the 
dugout. The host events manager should put the bats in a secure location until the end of the game, 
series or tournament, at which point they should be returned to the team. 
 
NCAA Rule on Electronics (5.9.8).  
A NCAA rule is in effect for 2020 that specifies that team personnel, including players, are prohibited 
from wearing any device capable of transmitting information while on the field (e.g., cell 
phone, smart watch, etc.). 
 
The NCAA Softball Secretary Rules Editor provided this clarification: 

Smart watches, etc. can be worn in the dugout, but not on the field. However, 
personnel cannot retrieve information from a laptop, iPad, smart watch, etc. 
during the game. They can enter information in the dugout, but cannot access it 
during the game. 

 
Pac-12 Rule: Electronics in the Dugout  
Any electronic devices (cell phones, computers, tablets, iPads, etc) in the dugout must be turned off 
during the game, with the exception of the cell phone of the athletic trainer. This applies to 
Conference games only. 
 
Pac-12 Penalty for Electronics Use  
If any electronic device is being used in the dugout by anyone other than the athletic trainer, the 
umpires shall warn the head coach on the first violation, then eject the head coach for any 
subsequent violation. This applies to Conference games only. 
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Inclement Weather Policy 
The following inclement weather policy is in effect for Conference games.  It has been updated to 
specify that the wind chill/”real feel” temperature at which the game will be suspended is also 32 
degrees. 
 

“Inclement weather shall include a temperature that has dropped below 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit (or wind chill of 32 degrees Fahrenheit). The host events management must 
provide online computer access to the umpires to review temperature and wind chill on a 
weather site. The umpires will come to a conclusion regarding cold weather conditions prior 
to the start of the game.” 

 
Umpires should consult with home events management about availability of online access when they 
arrive at the site. (Smart phones may be used to provide this access).  The Conference office will 
provide a list of the weather web site used at each institution.  
 
Once the game has begun, it will be played to completion even if weather conditions deteriorate (i.e., 
it gets colder), subject to the judgment of the umpires regarding player safety. 
 
Rescheduling Games in Anticipation of Inclement Weather 
There is no Conference regulation which specifies under what circumstances games can be 
rescheduled in anticipation of inclement weather (e.g., playing a doubleheader on the first or second 
day of a three-game series if rain was forecast the second or third day). Since the priority is getting 
as many Conference games completed as possible, the coaches can mutually agree to change the 
schedule if conditions warrant and the game has not been selected for television. If the coaches do 
not mutually agree to the rescheduling, then the games shall be played as originally scheduled. For 
any game that is scheduled to be televised on ESPN or Pac-12 Networks, games may not be 
rescheduled in anticipation of inclement weather.  
 
Before the schedule is changed, availability of the umpires for the new game dates or times should 
be confirmed. 
 
Starting Game in Inclement Weather Conditions  
In the event of inclement weather, host events management, in consultation with the grounds crew, 
is responsible for determining if the field is playable in order for the game to begin. Once the game 
has started, the umpires will determine whether it will continue, and/or resume. Player safety and 
competitive fairness must be the guiding principles. 
 
Rescheduling Policy 
Games which are halted or cancelled on the first two days of a three-game series will be made up as 
part of a doubleheader the next day, when possible. No more than two games will be played on the 
same day. There is no requirement to stay and play on Monday if one or more games are not 
completed over the weekend. 
 
The coaches agreed that if a doubleheader was to be played, it would start approximately two-and-
a-half hours prior to the scheduled start of the originally scheduled game (e.g., 9:30 a.m. if the 
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originally scheduled game was at 12 noon). No more than two games will be played on one day. 
Games not completed before the visiting team must leave to travel back to campus will not be 
rescheduled. 
 
Game Delays 
Once the game has started, umpires are responsible for determining when the game will be 
suspended or cancelled due to weather or other conditions. If there is a rain (or other) delay, the 
crew chief should identify a time and location at which the head coaches for both teams, the events 
manager, and the official (home) scorekeeper will meet to update the status of the game. This 
information should be communicated to the coaches, events manager, and scorekeepers before they 
leave the field area. 
 
Every effort should be made to complete the games, but the safety of the student-athletes and fair 
playing conditions should guide the decision of the umpires. 
 
Resumption of Delayed or Suspended Games 
Games which are delayed/postponed (i.e., never started) may not begin after 9:00 p.m.. 
 
Suspended games (those started but stopped due to weather or other conditions), may not re-start 
after 11 p.m. Events management should consult with the umpires and advise coaches if they should 
stay in the vicinity of the field waiting for the game to re-start. 
 
No competition after midnight, other than completion of the inning in progress, is permitted. 
 
When the applicable time limit is reached, the game will be called and considered a regulation 
game if legal by rule. If not legal by rule, and followed by a game the next day, it will be declared a 
halted game and completed the next day. Games which are not regulation games and cannot be 
completed on subsequent days shall be declared “no game” and will not be rescheduled. 
 
Time Limit For Games 
The Conference has adopted a time limit for softball games played on a day when the visitor is 
traveling by commercial air. This applies at all sites the third game of the series (usually Sunday). 
The rule was put into place in order to return home on Sunday in order to go to class on Monday, 
and to prevent additional travel expense. 
 
The time limit is three-and-one-half hours from the start of the game or four hours before the 
scheduled flight time, whichever is later. No new inning shall start after the time limit has been 
reached. Any inning in progress shall be completed (that is, the top and bottom of the inning must 
be played before the game is called). 
 
This rule should be reviewed with the coaches at the meeting at the plate with the umpires before 
the game starts, so everyone is in agreement about when the time limit takes effect. The coaches 
may mutually agree to extend the time limit, and continue play. 
 
The time limit begins with the scheduled start time of the game, not the actual time the game starts 
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if delayed by weather or other factors. 
 
If the time limit is reached before the game is over, it will stand as a regulation game if it is a complete 
game by rule (five complete innings). 
 
Rain Delay Policy for Televised Softball Games & Policy for Game Times on Get-Away Day   
To provide guidance when there are weather delays for televised softball games, the 
following policies were adopted by the Conference. 
 

• Minimum Game Time Windows/Time Limit 
Teams must stay at the game site a minimum of three-and-a-half hours from the 
scheduled game time. 
 
If there is a delay, teams must stay at the game site as late as travel plans allow, but not 
less than the minimum game time. On the final day of the series, the time limit should be 
established by the coaches at the pre-game meeting with the umpires. 
 
When the time limit is reached: any inning in progress shall be completed. No new inning 
will begin. 
 
• Communications Model  
Informing Pac-12 Networks of any contemplated or necessary changes to a scheduled 
game due to weather (or other factors) is imperative. Especially when possible changes 
are being discussed, as much advance notice as possible is desired, to see if possible 
changes can be accommodated on Pac-12 Networks. 
 
The host event manager is responsible for communication with all involved parties. This 
includes Pac-12 Networks staff (on-site producer, if any, AND Networks staff in San 
Francisco), Pac-12 staff liaison, coaches, and game officials. This communication will take 
place in person with on-site TV personnel, coaches, and game officials, and via e-mail 
with specified Pac-12 Networks personnel and Pac-12 staff. 
 
For each series that includes televised games, the Conference office will provide 
information about travel plans for the visiting institution. 
 
These are the e-mail addresses to use when providing information about game delays: 

• Production operations:  prodops@pac-12.org 
• Programming staff: programming@pac-12.org 
• Staff liaison Teresa Gould: tgould@pac-12.org 

 
The information that should be included in the e-mail: 

• There may be a possible delay  
• If a delay is anticipated, when the decision to delay the start will be made  
• The reason for the delay  
• The projected time the contest will start/resume 
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• Contact information for the event manager on site (e-mail and cell phone). 
 

• Team Travel 
Prior to the season, the Conference sport liaison will be provided with the travel plans for 
the visiting team on the get-away day (return to campus) for all Conference series. 
Information to be included is whether team is traveling by air or bus, and if by air, flight 
information (airport, airline, departure time). 
 
If traveling by bus, departure time will be no later than the time that would allow the team 
to reach campus by midnight. 
 
If flying, the flight should be scheduled at least two hours after the time limit, to allow for 
completion of the inning in progress and time to get to the airport. 
 
If flying, teams should schedule the last available flight of the day for their return to 
campus. This will provide the greatest opportunity to get games completed in the event of 
weather delays. 

 
• Setting Game Times for Rescheduled Games 
The final decision about game time for rescheduled games will be made by host events 
management, in consultation with the umpires, coaches, and Pac-12 Networks. Pac-12 
Networks can express a preference for a start time, based on its programming needs. The 
Conference office (Teresa Gould) should be notified if games need to be rescheduled. 
 
• Make-Up Games on Second or Third Day of Series 
Any make up games played on the second or third day of the series shall be played prior to the 
regularly-scheduled game. This includes continuation of a halted game from the previous day. 
The game time shall be set so that the makeup game is complete and teams are ready to begin 
the originally scheduled Pac-12 Networks game at the scheduled time (assuming average game 
times). This means the make-up game should start at least two-and-one-half hours prior to the 
scheduled Pac-12 Networks game. 
 
It is possible that Pac-12 Networks will be able to broadcast the make-up game; this 
should be established as soon as it is known that one of the first two games of the series 
will be rained out or suspended. The make-up game shall be played to completion, even 
if it runs past the scheduled start time of the originally scheduled game. The second game 
will start after an agreed-upon break between the two games (not to exceed 30 minutes). 
 
• Delayed Start of Games 
To limit the discussion on how long the visiting team must stay at the site on get-away day 
if there is a rain delay, the following policies shall apply: 
 
If warm-ups have not begun within one-and one-half hours after the scheduled game time, 
the host institution shall declare a rain-out. The visiting team can leave at that time. This 
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time frame may permit a game of less than regulation to be completed and be a legal 
game by rule (5 innings) while still adhering to the three-and-one-half hour time limit.  
 
Teams must be allowed one-half hour of warm-up on the playing field prior to the start of 
a delayed game, if desired. 
 
• Suspended Games  
Once the game begins, the umpires shall determine whether or not the game continues 
during inclement weather. The umpires shall consult with host events management and 
review weather data to determine if and when the game will resume. Host events 
management is responsible for communicating to Pac-12 Networks via e-mail when the 
game is expected to resume (including agreement by the coaches and umpires on how 
much warm-up time will be permitted, and a specific time the first pitch is anticipated). 
 
A suspended game which cannot be restarted due to weather or other conditions, and 
which is legal by rule (five complete innings) will be ruled a complete game and will not 
be resumed. This applies to any game of the series. 
 
Suspended games will not be resumed past the time limit on the third day of the series. 
 
If in a rain delay, and the inning in progress cannot be completed due to the time limit 
occurring during the rain delay, the contest is declared a “called game” and per the NCAA 
Playing Rules, it reverts back to the last complete inning (minimum of five in softball) in 
order to be declared a complete game (with the stated exceptions if the home team is 
batting and is ahead). 
 

Halted Games 
Consult NCAA Softball Playing Rule 6.18 for halted game procedures. Special care must be taken to 
accurately record all elements of a halted game that will be resumed the next day, conditions 
permitting. The necessary information should be recorded on the back of the lineup cards, with both 
lineup cards brought to the game when it is resumed the next day. 
 
Completion of a halted game counts as one of the two games allowed on any given day. 
 
Grounds Crew 
Conference regulations require that grounds crews be available throughout the contest, as needed. 
Grounds crew members are not required to be at the softball field during the game, but must be 
available on campus to come to the field on short notice, if needed because of inclement weather 
or other field problems.  

Dragging Field in Game  
The requirement to dress the infield in the top of the fourth inning (hand dragging, no redrawing of 
lines or watering) was re-instated in 2018. Institutions should confirm plans for grounds crews to 
complete this grooming of the infield in every game. 
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Emergency Procedures 
Home events management should have in place documented emergency procedures, including 
evacuation plans for the facility, and plans for summoning medical assistance (ambulance) if needed. 
Visiting teams and officials should be apprised of these plans.  
 
Public Address Announcer 
A public address announcer is required at all Pac-12 contests. 
 
The pre-game timing with transitions must be announced over the public address system. This duty 
may be performed by someone other than the PA announcer, if that person has not yet arrived. 
 
Announcement of Player Changes 
The PA announcer must wait to announce any player changes (pinch hitters, runners, etc.) until 
notified by the plate umpire that a change has been made. 
 
Promotions & Marketing 
Hosts may not conduct promotional and marketing activities on the field during the game, including 
between innings. This includes foul territory.  Mascots are not permitted on the field. This is because 
these individuals present a safety hazard to players who are warming up, and spectators or 
contestants on the field may also be exposed to injury from a thrown ball.  
 
Noisemakers 
Artificial noisemakers (including but not limited to bangers, cheer sticks, and mini-megaphones) are 
not permitted at Pac-12 Conference contests. Artificial noisemakers are also prohibited by the NCAA 
Softball Playing Rules. Umpires should contact game management to have any artificial noisemakers 
removed. 
 
Protested Games 
If a game is played under protest (see NCAA Softball Rule 7), the protesting coach and the umpire 
must file an NCAA Incident Report Form within 24 hours of the game. The form is accessible on the 
NCAA website. The form should be completed online.  Pac-12 Softball Umpire Coordinator Joanne 
Venditto and Teresa Gould at the Conference office should be notified in the event of a protest. If a 
protest of a Pac-12 game is upheld, the game will be considered “no contest” and will not be replayed 
from the point of interruption. 
 
Pac-12 Networks 
Pac-12 Networks is scheduled to broadcast 99 Pac-12 softball games in 2020, with an additional 
five on ESPN. Events managers and host sports information personnel will be contacted by Pac-12 
or ESPN Networks production staff prior to the game.  
 
Sample Pre-Game TV Timeline- matched 
Shown below is a sample pre-game format for a Pac-12 Networks television game with a noon start 
time (beginning with the individual team pre-game warm-up after batting practice and shared warm-
ups are completed). Please be sure to follow this timing sequence for all televised games. 
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Visitors and officials must be provided with the pre-game television countdown prepared by the host 
prior to the game. It should also be posted in the dugouts.   
 
 

Time to 
First Pitch 

Allotted 
Time Actual Time Activity 

29:00 5 mins 11:31 a.m. Home Team Infield 

24:00 5 mins 11:36 a.m. Visiting Team Infield 

19:00 10 mins 11:41 a.m. Field Prep 

9:00     2 mins 11:51 a.m. Umpire & Coaches 
Meeting at home plate 

7:00 7 mins 11:53 a.m. National Anthem, 
Team Introductions 

0:00  12:00 p.m. First Pitch 

 
 
Video Cameras 
Institutional locations of video cameras, and tagging and radar personnel shall be identified to the 
Conference office prior to the season. Visitors must be allowed access to the same (or equivalent) 
locations as those used by the home team for video cameras, tagging, or radar personnel. 
 
The only video location that is required to be made available to visitors is in centerfield. However, 
visiting teams are entitled to have the same number of video cameras in the same locations as the 
home team. Because of some facility restrictions, it is not always possible to have exactly the same 
video locations at all sites (e.g., cameras up on a pole in centerfield; the corresponding video location 
would be on a centerfield platform).  
 
The intent of the regulation is to permit an equal number of cameras in similar locations; institutions 
are not expected to accommodate requests for cameras in other locations, and visitors should only 
request camera locations which are the same as those used by the home team.  
 
The microphone on the camera shall be turned off or muffled (covered with gauze and tape) if it is 
located in proximity to the opposing team’s dugout. 
 
Also, institutional personnel are not permitted to be stationed next to the video camera in centerfield. 
This is to prevent relaying of signals to the players on the field. 
 
Verifying Schedule on Arbiter 
The Pac-12 Conference is continuing to use ArbiterSports <www.ArbiterSports.com> for 
assignment of officials and observers. The schedule of games on Arbiter for which the Pac-12 will 
make umpire assignments is based on the schedule submitted by each institution on the Pac-12 
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master schedule (the “uber schedule”). At most institutions, the sports information director is the 
person updating the uber schedule. It is critical that the uber schedule is correct; otherwise 
umpires will be properly assigned. 
 
Host event managers should review the schedule on Arbiter and notify the Conference office if 
there are errors or omissions. In particular, all games at a tournament hosted by the institution 
should be closely reviewed. 
 
Uniforms 
The host team shall wear light uniforms and the traveling team shall wear dark uniforms for the first 
and third games of the series and the home team will wear dark and the visiting team will wear light 
for the second game. Uniform color changes may be made by mutual agreement of the coaches of 
the competing teams as long as the uniform colors contrast. 
 
Umpires 
A list of the assigned officials and observers and their fees and expenses, can be found on the 
ArbiterSports website. Required evaluation forms are also completed on Arbiter. Contact information 
for all umpires and observers can also be found on the Arbiter website. 
 
To the extent possible, umpires will be assigned to contests in their local areas in order to defray 
travel costs during the non-conference season. During the Pac-12 season, umpires may be selected 
for travel to games outside their local areas. Travel expenses for Conference games only will be shared 
by all participating institutions. 
 
Chris Berg provides administrative support for softball. Questions about officiating related to Arbiter 
can be directed to him at officiating@pac-12.org. 
 
Game officials must be provided with parking permits and instructions/directions prior to each 
contest. While many officials know their way to the competition sites at each institution, not all do. 
Please be as specific as possible in your directions.  
 
Make sure events management personnel are on hand to greet the officials when they arrive and 
escort them to their locker room. A security escort should be provided to umpires going to and from 
the field. 
 
Please consult Pac-12 Conference Administrative Regulation 6-5-a for the hospitality requirements 
(which include drinks and a post-game snack for the officials at each game). These requirements 
apply to all games played at Pac-12 facilities. It is important that the amenities listed in AR 6-5-a be 
provided for officials beginning with the very first contest of the season. 
 
During the game, the host trainer should provide water to the officials between innings as needed. 
Official prefer water, and a sports drink like Gatorade or Powerade rather than soft drinks in the locker 
room post-game. 
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Crew Chiefs 
Ten crew chiefs were selected from the Conference roster of umpires by the Coordinator of Softball 
Officiating. The crew chiefs for the 2020 season are: 
 
  John Baca   Ed Cooper   Tracy Hart 
  Mike Bartling    Rick Cowan   Geri Magwire 
  Jim Bertuzzi   Tanya Garig   Calvin Walker  
  Paul Edds 
       
Other individuals may serve as crew chiefs for non-conference games. The crew chief generally 
contacts the home events manager prior to the contest. He or she also completes an evaluation after 
each contest, outlining game management and umpire issues, if any.  
 
Announcing Umpires’ Names 
The names of the umpires should NOT be announced prior to the contest. 
 
Observers 
An observer will be assigned to every Conference game during the 2020 season, and selected non-
conference and tournament games. A list of assigned observers is available on line at 
<www.arbitersports.com>.  A review of that list will identify whom to expect for each game. Institutions 
will be notified via e-mail to check the Arbiter site if there are changes to umpire or observer 
assignments. 
 
The role of the observer is to evaluate the officials and the management of the event during the game 
to ensure they conform to Conference regulations and standards. Any problems or concerns are to 
be reported to the Conference office, and observers should not become involved with the officials or 
game management during the game. The plate umpire will address any game management concerns 
with the events manager as necessary during the game. The observer will attend the post-game 
conference with the officials. 
 
The observer assigned to each game should be admitted to the playing facility without charge. 
Working observers may bring two guests who should be admitted without charge, but they do not 
need to be seated next to the observer. 
 
Institutions may wish to consider sending a season credential and parking pass to the observer(s) in 
their area. Otherwise, the observer should be contacted prior to each game worked to advise of the 
parking logistics. 
 
Most observers move around during the game, to view the umpires from different perspectives. An 
observer may request a seat along press row or in other specific locations. Institutions are expected 
to accommodate the request if possible. 
 
Observers are paid by the Conference office through ArbiterPay. This is a Conference office expense; 
institutions are not charged for observer fees and expenses. 
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Fees & Expenses –  
The fees and expenses in all Pac-12 sports with managed officiating programs are set by the 
Commissioner. Complete information about Conference officiating policies can be found in Pac-12 
Administrative Regulation 6 (AR 6, beginning on page 77), available in the Conference Handbook. 
 
For 2020, the Pac-12 fees for softball are $300 for a Conference or non-conference games, and 
games in small tournaments (defined as four or fewer participating teams).  
 
For Conference games, non-conference games, and tournaments with up to four teams, umpires 
also receive expenses. If flying, umpires receive an airfare allowance based on a seven-day advance 
purchase, mileage to and from the home airport, an airport parking allowance of $35, and a stipend 
for transportation from the airport to the game site (ranging from $20-$35 depending on the site). 
The per diem is $250 for each night the umpire is required to stay overnight. On the third day of a 
three-game Conference series, the per diem is $115 (for food and other expenses, without an 
overnight stay). In some cases due to travel distance or game time, officials may be provided with an 
extra day of per diem. 
 
Umpires who live within 200 miles of the site will be reimbursed for mileage at 0.58 per mile. The 
per diem for local umpires is $45 for each day at the site. Umpires who live more than 90 miles from 
a site and are working regular season games on consecutive days will receive the overnight per diem, 
with $45 on the final day, and mileage reimbursed for one round trip. 
 
There is a different fee and expense structure for tournament games in a tournament with five or 
more teams. Umpires will receive a game fee of $250 per game and $75 per diem, along with hotel 
rooms (or a hotel allowance paid as per diem) as negotiated by the coordinator. No travel expenses 
are provided. 
 
Payment of Officials 
Host institutions are not responsible for providing payment to officials at the site on the day of the 
contest. Umpires are paid by the Conference office using the ArbiterPay service, and institutions are 
charged back for these expenses. 
 
Events managers who have questions about payments to umpires should contact Chris Berg at the 
Pac-12 office (officiating@pac-12.org).   
 
Officials’ Locker/Meeting Room 
Institutions must provide a private locker room for use by the officiating crew before and after the 
game. The room should be large enough to accommodate five people (three umpires, the observer, 
and occasionally Venditto and/or Gould), and chairs should be provided.  
 
If there is only one locker room available that must be shared by a mixed gender crew, institutions 
should have a screen or other room divider available to provide privacy for the umpires while they 
are changing. 
 
Umpires should also be provided with private restroom facilities. A portable toilet is appropriate only 
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if no other accommodations can be made.  
 
A post-game meeting will be held immediately after the game. Observers and officials have been 
instructed to limit the post-game meeting to 15 minutes, so as not to unduly delay security or event 
management.  
 
Officials’ and Observers’ Guests 
Per Pac-12 AR 6-6-b, assigned game officials and observers in softball shall be provided with two 
complimentary admissions via a gate pass list for Pac-12 home contests to which they are assigned. 
The names of the guests of the officials or observers shall not be required in advance of the contest. 
Guest should be asked to provide photo identification. Any guests beyond the two allowable shall be 
charged admission at the regular price. 
 
Umpires who wish to attend games they are not working will contact the events manager prior to the 
contest to arrange to be on the gate list. Officials and observers are not permitted to bring guests to 
games they are not assigned to work. 
 
Security for Officials 
Host institutions should provide an escort for officials to and from the locker room and the field if the 
officials have to walk through areas where they are accessible to fans. 
 
If the locker room is at a remote site from the field, the host should provide transportation to and 
from the field (in a golf cart or similar). Hosts should confirm with the crew chief what time the 
umpires will arrive at the field. In addition, the transportation should be standing by at the end of the 
game to transport the officials as soon as possible after the conclusion of the contest. 
 
Video for Umpires 
Conference regulations (AR 6-17-b) require each institution to provide game video (on DVD or flash 
drive) to the plate umpire of his/her performance for each home Conference game. This is an 
evaluation and learning tool for the umpire. 
 
Ideally, the video will be provided to the umpire as he/she leaves the field after the game. If this is 
not possible, institutions shall send the video before the subsequent weekend’s games. Compliance 
with this regulation has been uneven in the past. Institutions are expected to make arrangements to 
get this done. 
 
Evaluation of Umpires 
Head coaches must complete an on-line evaluation of game officials following every game played at 
home (non-conference as well as Conference) and all Conference games (home and away).  
 
Once logged on to the ArbiterSports softball page, coaches should click on “Evaluations,” which will 
bring up a list of games which have been completed for the previous week. Click on the word 
“START” on the left hand side to complete the brief evaluation form for each official. These forms 
have been streamlined so that all officials are evaluated on the same form. Once done, the status 
column will show “completed.” You will receive a reminder to complete evaluations which have not 
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been done after one week. 
 
The list will show only those games which have already been played. The date range in the upper left 
corner of the page may need to be changed to include games played earlier in the season. You can 
also click the “show all” box to see a list of all games. 
 
Observers at each game will complete a report similar to that of the coaches, as well as a much more 
detailed game for the coordinator. Host institutions are not responsible for supplying forms to the 
observers. Observers will submit their evaluations on-line. 
 
Rainout Policy 
Policies for payment of umpire fees and expenses in the event that games are cancelled due to 
weather (or other reasons) are outlined below. Note that the policy is different for tournaments, non-
conference games, and Conference games. 
 

2020 Softball Rainout Policy for Payment of Umpire Fees & Expenses 
 

Non-conference Games 
 
The following is the policy for a single game or doubleheader. 
 
If umpires have arrived at the site, they are paid full fees and expenses as listed on the web site 
whether or not the game, or any part of the game, is played. 
 
If umpires are notified a minimum of four hours before the scheduled game time that the game has 
been canceled, and have not begun travel to the site, they receive no game fee or travel expense. 
Umpires who are driving to the site, are in transit four hours before the scheduled game time, and 
are called on their cell phone by the four-hour deadline will receive travel expenses (mileage at 0.54 
per mile for miles actually driven). 
 
Umpires who were to fly to the site would receive expenses as follows: 

•The established allowance for the ticket if the flight is taken; 
•If the flight is not taken, any portion of the actual cost of the ticket which is not refundable 
or usable with a change fee, up to the amount of the original airfare allowance. Umpires will 
be required to provide documentation to the Conference office about the original ticket value 
and change fees incurred when the ticket is used at a later date. 
•Per diem at the discretion of the coordinator of umpires, depending on the circumstances. 

 
Institutions are obligated to call each umpire and the observer (phone numbers listed on the 
ArbiterSports site) as well as the Conference office and advise as soon as it is decided the game is 
being canceled. The Conference office should be called AFTER the umpires are called. The four-
hour time limit will be judged from the time the Conference office is called. When notified about a 
game cancellation, the Conference should be advised of any plans for rescheduling. The Conference 
office will notify the coordinator of umpires of the cancellation. 
If the canceled game is rescheduled as part of a doubleheader the next day, and the same crew is 



 

 

2020 Pac-12 Softball Administration Handbook - FINAL Page 22 

assigned, any umpire at the site would receive only the game fees for the doubleheader actually 
played, plus appropriate expenses. 
 
A game which is rescheduled for later in the season is treated as a new game, with the usual fees 
and expenses applying, regardless of whether or not the same crew is assigned to work the game. 
If multiple games in a day were to be played (a doubleheader, or games in a four-team tournament), 
and the officials are at the site, the umpires would be paid applicable expenses and a game fee only 
for the first game. This assumes the umpires are not staying at the site to wait to see if the games will 
be played.  Umpires who wait during a rain delay to start or resume play would be paid for any games 
originally scheduled during the time period the umpires remain at the facility. 
 

Pac-12 Conference Games 
 

The following is the policy for Conference games, which are part of a three-game series. 
 
Even if there is inclement weather the first day, umpires generally travel to the site the first day 
because every effort will be made to get the games played as part of doubleheaders on days 2 or 3, 
if applicable. 
 
The policy is different for Conference games to acknowledge the importance of these games and 
because of the need to be able to attract the best umpires. It also recognizes that because umpires 
are more likely to travel via air for Conference games, they should be compensated for lost time (at 
work, time they could have spent officiating elsewhere, or lost personal time). Finally, because of the 
use of traveling umpires in Conference softball games, a four-hour advance notice time limit is 
generally not practical. 
 
If umpires have arrived at or are en route to the site, they will be paid full fees and expenses as listed 
on the web site whether or not the game(s) is played.  
 
Umpires who live locally and would drive to a Conference game will receive the game fee even if the 
game is not played. They would not receive per diem or mileage if they are notified that the game 
has been postponed within the four-hour time limit and do not travel to the site. 
 

Halted Games (Conference season only) 
 

If a game is halted and resumed at the same site that day or as part of a doubleheader on a 
subsequent day, there shall be no additional fee paid to the umpires. 
 

Tournament games (for tournaments with five or more teams) 
 

Payment policies for tournaments with five or more teams in which games are rained out will be at 
the discretion of the coordinator. Umpires at the site will generally be reimbursed for the total amount 
of game fees and per diem they were scheduled to receive if all games had been played. 
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Tobacco Use 
The NCAA has strict rules prohibiting tobacco use by players, coaches, other game personnel, and 
umpires (see NCAA Playing Rule 13.12). Institutions are responsible for enforcing this rule for their 
athletes and game personnel during the regular season. 
 
Sportsmanship 
The Pac-12 Conference is committed to conducting its competition in ways that maximize good 
sportsmanship among participants and spectators. Institutions, particularly their events management 
staff, play a vital role in creating an atmosphere free of unpleasant incidents. In addition, events 
management is expected to deal with, and eject if necessary, spectators who engage in 
unsportsmanlike behavior. The Pac-12 Sportsmanship Policy (CER 5) is shown below.  
          
Pac-12 Conference Sportsmanship Policy 
The following policy from the Pac-12 Conference Handbook (Pac-12 CER 5) should be reviewed 
prior to the season. 
 
1. Statement. 
The Constitution of the Pac-12 Conference cites as a purpose of the Conference that its members 
shall participate in its athletics program on the basis of mutual trust and confidence and based upon 
high standards, scholarship, and sportsmanship. It adds that the members value quality competitive 
opportunities for student-athletes, compliance with the rules of fair play, and sportsmanship. 
 
Understanding that realization of those goals requires that opponents respect each other and admire 
earnest effort made fairly in pursuit of victory, the Conference shall require adherence to the 
standards it has adopted or which are set forth in the respective playing rules. It will require ethical 
conduct worthy of the educational stature and the standards of its member institutions.  
 
While victory shall be the expected goal of every competitor, defeat is not a disgrace, and the prospect 
of defeat is never an excuse for unethical behavior or a lack of sportsmanship.  
 
Adherence to these principles will maximize the benefits and enjoyment of intercollegiate competition 
for all — participants, coaches, and spectators.  
 
2. Role of Chief Executive Officers. 
The chief executive officers have directed that all representatives of the Conference’s member 
institutions shall exhibit ethical behavior at each Conference competition and conduct themselves in 
accordance with the rules of the NCAA and the Conference and the playing rules of the respective 
sports. They have directed that each member shall create a healthy environment for competition, 
free of a hostile atmosphere for opponents. This responsibility is to be shared by administrators, 
coaches, and student-athletes, plus others involved in intercollegiate athletics in the Conference.  
 
They have directed the Commissioner, coordinators of officiating, and game officials to apply the 
playing rules tightly and assess appropriate penalties — not merely issue warnings — when violations 
occur.  
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3. Role of Athletics Administrators. 
Athletics administrators, led by the director of athletics, must communicate the expectation of good 
sportsmanship to all representatives of the institution active in intercollegiate athletics. It is particularly 
imperative that this message is impressed on each coach, along with the intention that the coach will 
require compliance with the Sportsmanship Statement by each member of the team. The director 
must ensure that opponents are treated with fairness and respect. All aspects of game management 
must be controlled to assure such treatment, including crowd behavior.  
 
4. Role of Coaches. 
The coach’s behavior influences that of the student-athletes and, frequently, the fans. The coach has 
a responsibility to educate student-athletes concerning their obligations to the coach, the institution, 
intercollegiate athletics, and themselves. Respect for an opponent can most effectively be conveyed 
to the student-athletes by the manner in which the coach speaks of and acts toward the opponent.  
 
5. Role of Student-Athletes. 
Student-athletes must honor the responsibilities which accompany the privilege of representing a 
Pac-12 institution by adhering to Conference and playing rules, and the Sportsmanship Statement. 
Student-athletes are expected to treat opponents with respect. They must be aware significant 
penalties will be applied for fighting, taunting an opponent, or other unethical conduct.  
 
6. Role of Public Address Announcer. 
Each public address announcer should provide an impartial and evenhanded report of the event. 
Partisanship in this area inflames emotions and can promote poor sportsmanship by participants 
and spectators.  
 
7. Role of Spirit Groups and Bands. 
Like the student-athletes, members of spirit groups and bands are highly visible representatives of 
Pac-12 institutions. They can influence the behavior of others. Each spirit group should welcome its 
counterpart group, and demonstrate respect for its members. Likewise, it should convey respect for 
each opponent student-athlete and team.  
 
8. Role of Officials. 
Although each game official has a demanding and difficult job to officiate the contest, he/she also 
will be directed to apply without hesitation or reservation the rules governing conduct and 
sportsmanship during each Conference competition. When doing so as directed, the official will have 
the support of the Conference, each member institution, and its administrators and coaches.  
 
Announcement Regarding Spectator Conduct 
Conference policy mandates that the following public address announcement be read before all 
contests: 
 

“The Pac-12 Conference has assigned a high priority to assuring Pac-12 athletics events are 
conducted in a safe and enjoyable atmosphere. Please join (home institution) in making this 
event an enjoyable experience for our visitors and all spectators.” 
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Should game management make the determination that a problem regarding crowd behavior may 
be developing, it is recommended that a more strongly-worded public address announcement be 
read:   
 

“The safety of the student-athletes and the spectators is our top priority. Spectators 
are reminded that anyone engaged in unsafe or inappropriate conduct is subject to 
immediate ejection from the premises.” 
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2020 NCAA Softball Field Requirements 
 
Please note these requirements which are in effect for the 2020 season. 
 
 

 
 

2020 FIELD REQUIREMENTS 
 

FENCE DISTANCES & FENCE HEIGHTS: 
 

 2020 Rule for 
4-Foot 

Homerun 
Fence 

ence 

 
2020 Rule for 

6-Foot Homerun 
Fence 

 
For Newly 

Renovated Fields 

 
Institutional Field 

 
Municipal Field 

 
FENCE 

HEIGHT 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
6’ minimum 

 
4-Foot fence 

 
4-Foot fence 

DISTANCE 
LEFT & 
RIGHT 
FIELD 

 
210’ highly 

recommended 

 
190’ highly 

recommended 

 

190’ minimum 

 

210’ minimum 

 
210’ highly 

recommended 

DISTANCE 
CENTER 

FIELD 

230’ highly 
recommended; 
235’ maximum 

220’ highly 
recommended; 
235’ maximum 

220’ minimum; 
235’ maximum 

230’ minimum; 
235’ maximum 

230’ highly 
recommended; 
235’ maximum 

 
 

-- 

 
 

-- 

 
 

-- 

 
 

No change needed 
if field has 6’ or 

higher fence 

OR renovate field with 
taller fence that meets 
standards listed under 

column at left 
(new or renovated field 

after 2016 season) 

 
 

-- 

 
 

FENCING/NETTING IN FRONT OF DUGOUTS: 
 

Protection is required in the 2020 season: It is highly recommended that the field side of the 
dugout be protected by netting or fencing not less than 6 feet from the floor of the dugout except for 
the designated entrances and exits to the field. 

 
 

FOUL POLES 
 

Foul poles on institutional fields shall be a minimum of 10 feet high (or the recommended height of 
20 feet) and be either white or fluorescent orange in color 
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Event Management Checklist For Softball 
 
✓ On-site administrator: The crew chief should be informed of the name and location of the 

on-site administrator during the game. That person should be readily available. 

✓ Verifying game dates & times: Host events management should review the Pac-12 
officiating <www.ArbiterSports.com> website each week to verify that game dates and times 
are correct. The Conference office should be notified immediately if there have been changes 
to the game dates or times for the week. 

✓ Game balls: All Conference institutions must use Rawlings (Worth) balls for contests it 
hosts. Hosts must provide the visiting pitcher with two new game balls. In addition, there 
must be at least 18 game-worthy (not necessarily brand new) balls ready for play.  Make sure 
any new balls are sufficiently rubbed up. 

✓ Barrel compression testing (BCT or bat testing): Host institutions for Conference games 
must conduct barrel compression testing the first day of each Pac-12 series only. The testing 
must be done by an institutional administrator two hours and 15 minutes (home team) and 
two hours (visiting team) prior to the games. Any bats which fail BCT should be sent to Chris 
Dawson at the Pac-12 office, clearly labeled with team name. 

✓ Bat List: For each game, institutions are required to provide umpires with the most 
recent version of the NCAA Approved Bat List with the bats used by that team highlighted. 
Coaches should be prepared to provide these lists (available at: http://www.ncaa.org/playing-
rules/softball-rules-game). 

✓ Warm up balls: Conference regulations require the host institution to provide two buckets 
of warm-up balls in the visitor’s dugout prior to the game.  

✓ Computer access for umpires to verify weather: Host institutions must have a 
computer/smart phone available at the field to provide online access to enable umpires to 
check weather conditions to ensure compliance with Conference regulations (i.e., a 
temperature that has dropped below 32 degrees Fahrenheit or wind chill of 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit).  NOAA’s National Weather Service site (http://www.weather.gov/) is one such site. 
Advise crew chief how information on inclement weather will be communicated during the 
game. The Conference office will provide a list of the web sites used at each institution. 

✓ Parking permits: If required parking permits have not been mailed to the umpires and 
observer ahead of time, arrange a way to get them to the officials when they arrive. 

✓ Staff escort: An escort should be assigned to assist the umpires in vacating the field 
immediately after the end of the game. 

✓ Umpire transportation: Depending on the distance from the umpires’ locker room to the 
field, transportation (golf cart or similar) should be provided.  

✓ Officials’ guests: Inquire if the officials or observer will have guests at the game and 
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obtain their names for the gate list. Per Conference rule, each working official and observer 
can have two guests admitted via the gate list free of charge. 

✓ Drinks for officials: Water and other beverages should be available for the officials after 
the game. During the game, trainers should offer water to the umpires between innings, 
particularly in warm weather. 

✓ Substitutions: Advise umpires how substitutions should be conveyed to the press box 
(e.g., walkie talkie, phone line, hand signals, shouting). 

✓ Announcement of substitutions: Player changes should be announced only after they 
have been reported to the press box by the home plate umpire. 

✓ Batter’s box: Make sure the batter’s box is lined in accordance with the dimensions in 
the NCAA Softball Rules Book.  

✓ Pitcher’s lane: Please consult the NCAA Softball Rules book for a diagram of the 
pitcher’s lane, which is a required field marking. 

✓ Runner’s lane: Make sure the runner’s lane is marked, a new field marking which is a 
30-foot line drawn in foul territory parallel to and three feet from the first base line, starting 
halfway between home plate and the back edge of first base. 

✓ Music during the game: Music must be turned off when the batter steps into the box. 
Discretion should be exercised in the selection of music, eliminating songs with vulgar or 
profane language, and racist or sexist lyrics. Sound effects may not be playing during an at-
bat (for example, after a strike by the batter). 

✓ Dressing the Field: Hosts are required to dress the field at the top of the fourth inning 
(hand dragging, no watering or redrawing of lines) for Conference games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


